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AP Courses 

 

Arts 

AP Art History  

The AP Art History course welcomes students into the global art world to engage with its forms and 

content as they research, discuss, read, and write about art, artists, art making, and responses to and 

interpretations of art. By investigating specific course content of 250 works of art characterized by 

diverse artistic traditions from prehistory to the present, the students develop in-depth, holistic 

understanding of the history of art from a global perspective. Students learn and apply skills of visual, 

contextual, and comparative analysis to engage with a variety of art forms, developing understanding of 

individual works and interconnections across history. 

 

AP Music Theory 

The AP Music Theory course corresponds to one-to-two semesters of typical, introductory college music 

theory coursework that covers topics such as musicianship, theory, and musical materials and 

procedures. Musicianship skills, including dictation and listening skills, sight singing, and harmony, are an 

important part of the course. Through the course, students develop the ability to recognize, understand, 

and describe basic materials and processes of tonal music that are heard or presented in a score. 

Development of aural (listening) skills is a primary objective. Performance is also part of the curriculum 

through the practice of sight-singing. Students learn basic concepts and terminology by listening to and 

performing a wide variety of music. Notational skills, speed, and fluency with basic materials are 

emphasized. 

 

AP 2D Art and Design 

The AP Art and Design program consists of three different courses and AP Portfolio Exams—AP 2-D Art 

and Design, AP 3-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing—corresponding to college and university 

foundations courses. Students may choose to submit any or all of the AP Portfolio Exams. Students 

create a portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through art and design and development of materials, 

processes, and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios include works of art and design, process 

documentation, and written information about the work presented. In May, students submit portfolios 

for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and 

ideas and sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision, guided by questions. 

Students may choose to submit any or all of the AP Portfolio Exams. 

 



 

English  

AP English Language and Composition 

The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-

based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions 

writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support 

their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in nonfiction 

texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of disciplines and historical periods. 

 

AP English Literature and Composition 

The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about 

imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage in close reading 

and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use 

language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, 

style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing assignments 

include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret 

literary works. 

 

History and Social Sciences 

AP Human Geography 

This course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped 

human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and 

landscape analysis to examine socioeconomic organization and its environmental consequences. They 

also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications. The 

curriculum reflects the goals of the National Geography Standards (2012). 

 

AP World History 

In AP World History: Modern, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes from 1200 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods 

employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; 

making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and 

change over time. The course provides six themes that students explore throughout the course in order 

to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: humans and the 

environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social 

interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 



AP United States History 

In AP U.S. History, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in 

nine historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same 

skills and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing 

historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, 

causation, and continuity and change. The course also provides eight themes that students explore 

throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times 

and places: American and national identity; work, exchange, and technology; geography and the 

environment; migration and settlement; politics and power; America in the world; American and 

regional culture; and social structures. 

 

AP Government and Politics United States 

AP U.S. Government and Politics provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political 

concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the 

constitutional system and political culture of the United States. Students will study U.S. foundational 

documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the 

relationships and interactions among political institutions, processes, and behaviors. They will also 

engage in disciplinary practices that require them to read and interpret data, make comparisons and 

applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. In addition, they will complete a political science 

research or applied civics project. 

 

AP Microeconomics 

AP Microeconomics is a college-level course that introduces students to the principles of economics that 

apply to the functions of individual economic decision-makers. The course also develops students’ 

familiarity with the operation of product and factor markets, distributions of income, market failure, and 

the role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Students learn to use 

graphs, charts, and data to analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts. 

 

AP Psychology 

The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior 

and mental processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, 

students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such 

topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, 

developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatments of psychological disorders, 

and social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ psychological research methods, 

including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, evaluate claims and evidence, and 

effectively communicate ideas. 

 



Interdisciplinary 

AP Capstone Diploma Program 

AP Capstone™ is an innovative diploma program from College Board that equips students with the 

independent research, collaborative teamwork, and communication skills that are increasingly valued by 

colleges. AP Capstone is built on the foundation of two AP® courses—AP Seminar and AP Research—and 

is designed to complement and enhance the in-depth, discipline-specific study experienced in other AP 

courses. In AP Seminar, students investigate real-world issues from multiple perspectives, gathering and 

analyzing information from various sources in order to develop credible and valid evidence-based 

arguments. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research. Completing AP Seminar and all its required 

assessment components is necessary for students to develop the skills to be successful in AP Research. 

In AP Research, students cultivate the skills and discipline necessary to conduct independent research 

and inquiry in order to produce and defend their scholarly work. The AP Capstone program aims to 

empower students by: § engaging them with rigorous college-level curricula focused on the skills 

necessary for successful college completion; § extending their abilities to synthesize information from 

multiple perspectives and apply skills in new situations and cross-curricular contexts; § enabling them to 

collect and analyze information with accuracy and precision; § cultivating their abilities to craft, 

communicate, and defend evidence-based arguments; and § providing opportunities for them to 

practice disciplined and scholarly research skills while exploring relevant topics that appeal to their 

interests and curiosity. 

 

AP Seminar  

AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations that explore 

the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using 

an inquiry framework, students practice reading and analyzing articles, research studies, and 

foundational, literary, and philosophical texts; listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and 

personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works and performances. Students learn to synthesize 

information from multiple sources, develop their own perspectives in written essays, and design and 

deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims 

to equip students with the power to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and precision in 

order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. 

 

AP Research  

(Note: AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research. Completing AP Seminar and all its required 

assessment components is necessary for students to develop the skills to be successful in AP Research.) 

AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply explore an 

academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest. Students design, plan, and implement a 

yearlong investigation to address a research question. Through this inquiry, they further the skills they 

acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, employing ethical research 

practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information. Students reflect on their skill 



development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a 

process and reflection portfolio. The course culminates in an academic paper of 4,000–5,000 words 

(accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a presentation with an 

oral defense. 

 

 

Math and Computer Science 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC focus on students’ understanding of calculus concepts and provide 

experience with methods and applications. Through the use of big ideas of calculus (e.g., modeling 

change, approximation and limits, and analysis of functions), each course becomes a cohesive whole, 

rather than a collection of unrelated topics. Both courses require students to use definitions and 

theorems to build arguments and justify conclusions. The courses feature a multirepresentational 

approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems expressed graphically, numerically, 

analytically, and verbally. Exploring connections among these representations builds understanding of 

how calculus applies limits to develop important ideas, definitions, formulas, and theorems. A sustained 

emphasis on clear communication of methods, reasoning, justifications, and conclusions is essential. 

Teachers and students should regularly use technology to reinforce relationships among functions, to 

confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to assist in interpreting results. 

 

AP Calculus BC 

AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC focus on students’ understanding of calculus concepts and provide 

experience with methods and applications. Through the use of big ideas of calculus (e.g., modeling 

change, approximation and limits, and analysis of functions), each course becomes a cohesive whole, 

rather than a collection of unrelated topics. Both courses require students to use definitions and 

theorems to build arguments and justify conclusions. The courses feature a multirepresentational 

approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems expressed graphically, numerically, 

analytically, and verbally. Exploring connections among these representations builds understanding of 

how calculus applies limits to develop important ideas, definitions, formulas, and theorems. A sustained 

emphasis on clear communication of methods, reasoning, justifications, and conclusions is essential. 

Teachers and students should regularly use technology to reinforce relationships among functions, to 

confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to assist in interpreting results. 

 

AP Statistics 

The AP Statistics course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, 

and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes evident in the content, skills, and assessment 

in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, probability and simulation, 



and statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they 

build conceptual understanding. 

 

Sciences 

AP Biology 

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of 

biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular 

processes, energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. 

 

AP Chemistry 

The AP Chemistry course provides students with a college-level foundation to support future advanced 

coursework in chemistry. Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based 

investigations, as they explore content such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, 

chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. 

 

AP Environmental Science 

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to engage students with the scientific principles, 

concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships within the natural world. 

The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made environmental 

problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions 

for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from 

geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography. 

 

AP Physics 1 

AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of physics through inquiry-based investigations as they explore these topics: kinematics, 

dynamics, circular motion and gravitation, energy, momentum, simple harmonic motion, torque and 

rotational motion, electric charge and electric force, DC circuits, and mechanical waves and sound. 

 

World Language and Cultures 

AP Spanish Language and Culture 

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes communication (understanding and being 

understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life 

situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural 



awareness. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course strives not to overemphasize grammatical 

accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language and culture, the 

course is taught almost exclusively in Spanish. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages 

students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops 

students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products (e.g., tools, books, music, laws, conventions, 

institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, 

attitudes, and assumptions). 

 

AP Spanish Literature and Culture 

The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course uses a thematic approach to introduce students to 

representative texts (short stories, novels, poetry, plays, and essays) from Peninsular Spanish, Latin 

American, and U. S. Hispanic literature. Students develop proficiencies across the three modes of 

communication (interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational) in the range of Intermediate High to 

Advanced Mid of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages’ (ACTFL) Proficiency 

Guidelines. Through careful examination of the required readings and other texts, students work to 

hone their critical reading and analytical writing skills. Literature is explored within the contexts of its 

time and place, and students gain insights on the many voices, historical periods, and cultures 

represented in the required readings and other texts. The course also includes a strong focus on cultural, 

artistic, and linguistic connections and comparisons, which is supported by the exploration of various 

media (art, music, film, articles, and literary criticism). 

 

 

 


